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acrimonious relations with the burgesses, who eventually
made preparations to abandon their homes. Undaunted
by a threat of excommunication, they determined " to
descend into hell altogether ", rather than submit to the
arbitrary taxes of the prior. Although the controversy
went on throughout the centuries, the risings of the towns
against ecclesiastical domination were specially frequent
at times of civil commotion and political unrest. Local
history took tone and colour from national history, and the
crises that rent the State were made the occasions of muni-
cipal revolutions. In 12641 the men of Bury St. Edmunds
took advantage of the disturbed relations between Henry III.
and his barons to elect their own magistrates and close
the town gates against the abbot. Another opportunity2
came to them in 1327 when the country was torn by dis-
sensions ; a great riot broke out in which the monastery
was forcibly entered, its servants beaten and wounded, and
the abbot and his monks carried off to prison ; the assailants
also " mowed the meadows, felled the trees, and fished the
fish-ponds of the abbey, taking away the grass, trees and
fish". These acts of violence were repeated at Abingdon3,
where a multitude of persons ' in warlike manner J besieged
the abbey, burned the gates, carried away church ornaments
and charters, and compelled the abbot to concede to the
town its own reeve and bailiffs. The disaffection of the
towns formed a considerable element in the Peasants' Revolt
(1381), and they availed themselves of the disorder to vent
their grievances. The men of Bury St. Edmunds4 were
expressly excluded from the king's pardon on account of
their part in the insurrection, although in 1384 they were
pardoned on condition of finding sureties for their good
behaviour to the abbot. The deposition of Richard II.
again divided the nation into rival factions. The men of
1 H. W. C. Davis, " The Commune of Bury St. Edmunds ", in The
English Historical Review, xxiv. 315. It had received a charter from the
abbot in 1194 : Chronica Jocelini, 57.
3 Patent Rolls, 1327-1330, pp. 213-214.
3  Ibid. 222.    A narrative of "The Risings in the English Monastic
Towns in 1327 " is given by N. M. Trenholme, in The American Historical
Review, vi. 650-670.
4  Rotuli Parliamentorum, iii. 118 a, 170 b.